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Cutting Horse Ranch

by BART SHAW, AIA

TEXAS ARCHITECT 5/10 2011 9/10 2011 TEXAS ARCHITECT 65



# 7  TRAINING BARN

i SR, f= ) 1ENTRY

2 s i N T 3TACK
ol 5 \ O O 2% 4HORSE WALKER
rarsnedl - f % =

‘ [ i ey ~—"  20FFICE

pr® 5COVERED DRIVE-THRU
sy ° 6STALLS
\ 7PORCH

y 8SCREEN PORCH

/ N LA B
/ /7 ; e |

/ { A " - e ey Yeeh—

Nesa®@

.\,\_y_g ol \
-

/

UTTING HORSE RANCH, LOCATED ON o N . > ,
175 ACRES IN RURAL PARKER COUNTY - - . [
NEAR FORT WORTH, IS DEDICATED to ; S

the breeding and training of com- TR h and the warmth of wood. The detailingis exqui-
petition cutting horses. As part of . s}llte, malttched}c])rlljly.]bdy. an} artfui'coln;positllon
i NA 3 cal function.
Lake/Flato’s master plan for the ranch, the firm 3 OUTDOOR ARENA that ol s
desi dacl f buildi i 3PAVILION Describing that artistry, juror Steve Dumez,
esigned a cluster of buildings that include a 4HYDROTHERAPY BARN g taat Ly, Juro :
- ci SMARE BARN FAIA, said: “This project is just beautifully
45,000-sf indoor arena, a 22,000-sf training & TRAINING BARN .
b ith talls. 4 8 7 b ith ;ﬁ%';x”;ﬁ” BARN exccuted. There are quite wonderful moments
n wi - .
arn with 22 stalls, a 8,400-sf mare barn wit 9CREEK that are unexpected.

12 stalls, and a 4,000-sf hydrotherapy barn with

Among those wonderful moments is the
twoisolation stalls. Another 22,000 square feet

effect of perforated metal screens that lend a

of facilities house ranch offices, a tack room, a
farrier shop, a veterinarian clinic, wash areas,
storage for bedding and feed, and a staff lunch
room. Adjoining the complex of buildings are
75 acres of pasture and paddocks.

To protect the complex from winter winds,
the architects chose a site next to a windbreak
oftreeslininga creekthat runs alongthelength
of the arena structure. To catch the southern
breezes of summertime, the barns are angled
slightly off the arena’s east-west axis. This
careful arrangement caught the attention of
the Design Awards judges, with David Salmela,
FAIA, expressinghis admiration for “the order
andthe elegance and the understated simplicity
of these vernacular forms.”

The utility of the structural forms and the
clarity of their assembly belie the sophistication
of the design. Materials are layered with preci-
sion to juxtapose oxidized steel and corrugated
metal, the toughness of galvanized sheet metal
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magical transparency while enhancingnatural
ventilation and allowing sunlight to stream
through. From inside, the perception of enclo-
sure seems to dissolve. The pervading sense of
openness — with its manifest benefits of abun-
dantfreshair and daylight —isimportantto the
overall health of the equine residents, as well
as to the well-being of their human caretakers.

While the forms are familiar, the architects
have refined their essential components and
thoughtfully placed the individual structures
to work together as a cohesive campus. The
result was summarized by juror James Russell,
FAIA: “The way the buildings relate to each
other is beautiful and they’re very, very richly
conceived and detailed to an extraordinarily

proficient degree.”

The writer is the principal of Bart Shaw Architect in Fort Worth.
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